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fox-pelt by the animals' tracks in the snow, and can predict
weather with an amazing accuracy by changes in the form
and colour of the clouds.

A new yearning for knowledge appears and a new
ability. The world's intelligence and art may become
the richer by the Northern people's gifts, and the Arctic
boys may yet realize the dream of the little Ulchi essayist
and rival Pushkin.

(ii) Sakhalin

ee Sakhalin" had a sinister sound in Russian ears.
" Exiled to Sakhalin J> was akin to sentence of death.

How different the face of Nature may be when put to
different purposes is never better seen than in the case of
Sakhalin. Here is Sakhalin to a Tsarist bourgeois writer:

" Nature created this island in a moment of wrath,
with the intention of making a prison of all things.
Here the sea is a traitor and the shore is not a friend.
Both sea and shore are to be feared."

Here again is Sakhalin to a modern Soviet writer:

" We took a short cut through a footpath and walked
near a young wood in high thick grass which reached
to our waists. We found ourselves on a little hill.
Unlike the gloomy entrance to the valley, near the sea,
nature here was mild and pleasant; a blue sky, bright,
warm sunlight, lots of vegetation which was very thick
and knew no dust. On the horizon an undulating line
of hills which merged into mountains. The hillside
was covered with tree stumps; then a stretch of un-
touched forest. On that background a silvery spring
wound in a fresh ribbon forming toy waterfalls and tiny
little pools. The picture held a peculiar softness of line
and colour."

I instinctively recall Masefield's " Widow of Byfleet
Street", where the sodden ploughman, after a life of
debauchery reaching its climax in a wild, disgusting night
at the village inn, experiences a sudden conversion and